" is used in selecred

S AL wstus, burnt; implyine

T . - B =

- -iate between the aridjc re-

“=<pt is one of moisture thar is

~= e conditions are suirable for

" USTIC moisture tegime is not ap-
5t (defined above),

-perature is 22°C or higher or if the
- temperatures differ by less than 6
* he soil surface, the sof moistitre con-

- - moisture regime is dry in some or
milative days in normal years. It is mojst,
"2 for more than 180 cumulative days
- “onsecutive days. '
- wmperature is lower than 22°C and if
71 soil temperarures differ by 6°C or
7 from the sofl surface, the soil moisture
- the ustic moisture regime is dry in some
~+ cumulative days in norpal vears, bur it
nore than half of the cumulative days
a depth of 50 cm is higher than 5°C
*iure control section is moist in all pares
"z days in the 4 months following the
7 control section is dry in 4| parts for
-2% in the 4 months following the sum-

oical regions that have a monsoon cli-
© dry seasons, summer and winter sea-
T those regions the moisture regime is
= rainy season of 3 months of more. [n
©-Tid or semiarid climares, the rainy sea-
. summer or spring and fall, bur never
sstheannuals o plants that have a dor-
isdrv,
nie.—The xeric (Gr. xeres, dry) moisrure
e regime in areas of Medicerranean
= moist and cool and summers are warm
ch falls during the winter, when poten-
© 4 minimum, is particularly effective
< moisture regime, the soj] moisture
c=ars, ds dry incall pares for 45 of more
“onths following the summer solstice

56

Horizons anp CHARACTERISTICS Diacnostic ..
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Soil Temperature Regimes
Classes of Soil Temperature Regimes
Following is a description of the soil temperature regimes used in
defining classes at various categoric levels in chis taxonomy.
Cryic (Gr. kryos, coldness; meaning very cold soils).—Soils
in this temperature regime have a mean annyal temperature lower i
than 8°C burt do not have permafrost, 1
L. In mineral soils the mean summer soil temperature (June,
July, and August in the Northern Hemisphere and December,
January, and February in the Southern Hemi-sphere) eicher ar
a depth of 50 cm from the soil surfuce or at a densic, lithic, or
paralithic contacrt, whichever is shallower, is as follows:
a. If the soil is not saturared with water during some part of
the summer and
(13 If there is no O horizon: lower than 15°C; 7
(2) If there is an O horizon: lower than 8°C; or o
b. If the soil is saturated with water during some part of the :
summer and
(1) If there is no O horizon: lower than 13°C; or
(2) If there is an O horizon or a histic epipedon: lower
than 6°C,
2. In organic soils the mean annual soj] temperarure is lower
than 6°C.
Cryic soils that have an aquic moisture regime commonly .
are churned by frost.
Isofrigid soils could also have a Cryic temperature regime.
A few with organic materials in the upper part are exceptions.

The conceprs of the soil temperature regimes described below
are used in defining classes of soils in the low categories.

Frigid.—A soil with a frigid temperacure regime is warmer in
summer than a soil with 4 crvic regime, but its mean annual tem-
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